could 


Mon- 
rated 
the 
artog, 
Story 


long 
find 


Per- 
yman, 
urder 
(Per- 
ritten 


gelist 
inda- 
sin, 
Jesus 


hand 
‘Dell 
ould 
tions 

has 

any 


14, No. 


Beaty, David The Four Winds 
Morrow. Jan. 20, 1955. 320p. $3.50. 


The Four Winds story commercial aviation with 
authentic realism cockpit and ready room born 
the author’s six thousand hours the air. David 
Beaty obviously man who knows flying, has wit- 
nessed its effects those who live with it, and has 
pondered its public responsibilities. also crafts- 
man capable creating suspenseful situation. 
fortunately, however, his characterization shows more 
solicitude about aeronautical integrity than marital 
sanctity. 


The plot studies three types adjustment pilot’s 
career: one, the most prominent, which flying pro- 
vides escape from loveless marriage; second that 
places home above planes; and third that finds 
bachelorhood the only safe course. resolution 
the problem implicit the outcome, seems 
that pilotage not miscible with marriage, least 
not with happiness and fidelity marriage. 


The story opens with gripping scene aboard plane 
British Empire Airways enroute from Bermuda 
the Azores amid violent storm. When Captain Mark 
Kelston picks SOS from Portuguese freighter 
that foundering and lost, decides give what aid 
can despite ebbing fuel supply. His detour and 
search lead rescue tugs the ship, and when lands 
the Azores finds himself lionized hero. 


More than that, meets and falls love with Karena, 
secretary the ship’s company has benefited. She 
reciprocates his affection, and quickly their lives be- 
come centered the semi-monthly stopovers during 
his mid-Atlantic flights. lovable Karena 
sharp contrast self-centered, calculating Veronica, 
Kelston’s wife London. Divorce seems him the 
only rational solution, but Veronica proves stubborn 
she cold. Since her refusal meant deepen 
the tragic atmosphere, the insistent plea for readers’ 
understandable, but its success question- 
able. 


The situation paralleled the life another pilot. 
Leeming, securely happy marriage Melanie, looks 
askance Kelston’s conduct. Eventually, however, 
becomes similarly involved, with Libby Challoner; 
and though holds onto his home, the conclusion 
leaves him still unable resist the adulterous avail- 
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ability the attractive stewardess. Ferris, single and 
cynical, disapproves all feminine ties, married 
otherwise, simply because believes that women and 
aircraft are bad mixture. 


The pilots disagree also company decision 
abandon the overnight stop the Azores for the sake 
economy and speed. Kelston the sole opponent 
the move, arguing that crew fatigue and inadequate 
maintenance will jeopardize operational safety, but the 
Karena affair makes his motives suspect. The new 
schedule established, and Kelston with his crew and 
forty passengers become its victim somewhere the 
Atlantic. 


official inquiry, which provides anti-climactic 
coda, completely vindicates Kelston’s views fixing 
the blame precisely the policies had criticized. 
Veronica, admitting that her husband’s return would 
have been greater shock than his loss, turns her 
new heart interest with relief. Karena lives with 
happy memories and persistent hope. 
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The dominant impression, course, the tragedy 
associated with Kelston’s decline. The effect suffers, 
however, from his inadequacy protagonist. The 
weighting the characterization heavily favor 
Karena also not sufficiently convincing, objective, 
valid. Beaty’s skillful narration meteorological and 
mechanical crises the air meritorious compensa- 
tion absorbing tenseness, but the uncritical reader 
could develop misguided sympathies the affairs 


the ground. 
George Grauel, Ph.D., 
John Carroll University, 
Cleveland 18, Ohio 
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Bishop, Jim The Day Lincoln Was Shot 
Harper. Jan. 31, 1955. 304p. $3.75. 


American history abounds with Civil War literature. 
Mr. Bishop adds another book the massive list 
compiled data covering the assassination President 
Lincoln. This work differs from Lloyd Lewis’ Myths 
After Lincoln and Ardyth Kennelly’s The Spur. The 
Day Lincoln Was Shot starts m., April 14, 1865 
and finishes April 15, 1865 Each chapter 
reveals given hour the lives those close the 
President. 


The author has done magnificent job historical 
writing. His narrative takes the reader Cabinet 
meeting, Ford’s theatre and the deathbed 
President Lincoln. The author has spent twenty-five 
years compiling his notes. Little known figures such 
Dr. Charles Leale, twenty-three years age 
when treated the dying President; John Parker, 
night guard for Mr. Lincoln, who deserted his post 
have drink with the boys and Louis Weichman, who 
long suspected plot kill the President, are revealed 
important characters the last act John Wilkes 
Booth. 

April 15, 1865 was Good Friday. Catholics, such 
Mrs. Mary Surratt, went church pray. The 
majority Washington citizens were still celebrating 
the surrender Robert Lee and eagerly awaiting 
news the capitulation the army Joseph 
Johnston. John Booth, young, black-haired 
darling the theatre, collected his little coterie 
morons kill Lincoln, Johnson, Seward and Grant. 
John Wilkes assigned himself kill the President. 
boasted that would the best remembered actor 
history. Perhaps is. George Atzerodt drew 
his victim, Andrew Johnson. Atzerodt lost his nerve 
and drank himself into wandering stupor. Johnson 
was tough customer, and had Atzerodt tried kill 
him, George might have come out fair melee, 
second best. General Grant took his wife New 
Jersey and removed himself possible victim. Mrs. 
Grant was never comfortable the presence Mrs. 
Lincoln. Booth’s mad dog was Lewis Paine. This 
boyish ex-soldier did his best kill Secretary State 
Seward. Carrying bottle pills invaded the Sec- 
retary’s house. beat Frederick Seward insensible. 
Paine slashed the sick Secretary. then fought off 
Sergeant Robinson, male nurse, and Augustus Sew- 


ard and finally buried his knife the chest 


senger named Hansell. The assassin then ran out 
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the house. Later, was captured the police, 
cause got lost Washington. 


Booth shot the President with derringer. The rest 
history. Mr. Bishop spares the reader the wild rumors 
post-Civil War America. doesn’t blame 
coln’s death Stanton, Johnson the Jesuits. 
writes history actually happened—by the second, 
the minute, the hour. Each sentence mine 
information. The beauty the book its wealth 
research, scaled educate and entertain. Pictures 
the conspirators and Ford’s Theatre stare out the 
past with the stilted glow yesterday. 

Edwin McMasters Stanton, Secretary War Mr. 
Lincoln, emerges man who hated actors. 
rarely went the theatre. Stanton, for eight hours 
after Lincoln’s tragedy, was the busiest man the 
country. took over the government, ordered the 
removal Mrs. Lincoln from her husband’s room and 
sent his army stop further assassinations rather than 
apprehend Booth. Stanton was seeking men who did 
not exist. 

The ease with which Lincoln was killed will startle 
the reader. The relaxed, carefree attitude the 
President’s guard, John Parker, reminds the 
simplicity the dear dead past. Had Parker been 
his post Lincoln might have lived. But it’s all gone 
and buried now. can never back but can 
profit its examples. 

Read this book, students history. It’s one the 
best. Mr. Bishop deserves statue the marketplace 
and the thanks all who love good story. The 
theme old but the treatment new. 


Frank Brown, 
Chairman, 

Department History, 
University Scranton 


Garrett, Garet The American Story 
Regnery. Feb. 1955. 401p. $5.00. 


Some readers will perhaps recall the 
characteristics Garet Garrett, who 
editorially one time with the New York Times, later 
with the New York Tribune, and still later with the 
Saturday Evening Post. came know him through 
his articles the Post the 1930’s, articles that were 
openly critical the New Deal. Needless say, with 
the change policy each the publications men- 
tioned, Garet Garrett became unpopular and outdated 
because remained fixed his position the Right 
while the publications cited above swung the Left. 
seems that have heard recently Mr. Gar 


issued the Lib Uni 
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$10.00, gives right reprinting classifications and 


separate reviews. Entered second class matter, 
April 16, 1943, the post office Scranton, Penn- 
sylvania, under the act March 1879. Copyright, 
1955, the University Scranton. Indexed the 
Catholic Periodical Index. 
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Book and Classification Author and Review 
View from Pompey’s Head (IIb) Basso 
Love Eternal (1) Stone 
Hyman 
Seton 
Davenport 
Gann 
Yourcenar 
Thompson 
Yerby 
Patton 


Time for Sergeants 
Katherine (IIb) 

Brother’s Keeper (IIb) 
Soldier Fortune (IIb) 
Hadrian’s Memoirs 

Not Stranger (IIb) 
Benton’s Row (IV) 

Good Morning, Miss Dove 


Peale 
Sandburg 


The Power Positive Thinking (IIb) 

Abraham Lincoln (Ila) 

Encyclopedia Modern American 
Humor 

Cry Tomorrow (IIb) 

Song the Sky 


Cerf 
Roth 
Murchie 


rett’s death. hope that wrong because 
gone have lost man whose honesty and ability 
made him, opinion, one the five most reliable 
writers America today. Utterly contemptuous 
the hypocrisy that masquerades itself today liberal- 
ism and concern for the “common man,” Garrett was 
always able, few biting phrases, reveal pitilessly 
the true character the hypocrite concerned. This 
has done throughout his book. 


attempting present running commentary 
American life from its earliest settlements the pres- 
ent day, the author has assigned big task himself 
but has done well. very honest. admits 
the intolerance the early Puritans; admits further 
that the Constitution would not have been adopted 
had been put popular vote. Such facts can 
unpalatable but they are true. complimentary 
Justice Marshall; considers him one the not 
more than ten indispensable men our history. The 
Civil War labels unnecessary, because slavery 
had within itself the seeds its own destruction. 
seems regret, quite rightly, that Lincoln opposed the 
Crittenden Compromise, which would probably have 
made the Civil War unnecessary. does not think 
Lincoln the Great Emancipator, because (Gar- 
rett) views the Emancipation Proclamation simply 
war measure, Lincoln also did. 


The more recent period our history may seem more 
significant some readers. Franklin Roosevelt, 
writes: “To wend his contrary way toward war 
without single false step and the same time keep 
unwilling people with him was feat statecraft 
for which Mr. Roosevelt was peculiarly gifted mind 
and character (p. 301).” Mr. Garrett writes critically 
the relation the administration Washington 
the tragedy Pearl Harbor. Truman remarks: 
“His coat egotism made him impervious both in- 
tellectuals and angels. knew who was President. 
(p. 363).” you happen believe that there 
nothing inherently indecent and vicious about con- 
servative, you will like this book very much. 

Paul Kiniery, Ph.D., 
Loyola University 

Chicago, Illinois 
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Helen Pray for Brave Heart 
Harcourt, Brace. Jan. 13, 1955. $3.75. 


remember Miss Above Suspicion, her first 
novel published the United States and, possibly, her 
first published novel, one the most suspenseful 
and headlong hare-and-hounds chase have had the 
pleasure being kept breathless reading. Now, 
some fourteen fifteen years later, and some eight 
books later, she rings the alarm-and-excursion bell 
resoundingly she did before. That should call 
all hands rush out for copy Pray For Brave 
Heart. For here another galloping paperchase that 
takes the reader from Berlin Berne and into the 
Swiss-alpine village Falken pursuit the fabulous 
Herz diamond collection which being smuggled out 
for sale, asking price three million dollars, 
political group which wants the money use re- 
capturing escapees from behind that curtain. You 
will, dear reader, find yourself very reluctant lay 
down this thriller for any interruption; and what 
greater testimony Miss (Mrs. Gilbert 
Highet’s, fact) skill evoking “atmosphere” and 
character, you will find the frissons the plotting 
chill that lingers for hours after you have closed the 
gaily bound book. 


The intricacies the reasoning behind the plan sell 
the Herz diamonds, (which, for the purposes this 
fictional episode, had been stolen Goering from 
French collector and had been purloined after the 
defeat the Nazis one the occupying forces 
instead being surrendered and returned the right- 
ful heirs the fortune gems), are the one weak- 
ness the whole plot structure. Even so, there 
sufficiently acceptable argument given even though 
further discussion here would likely betray some 
the complications and suspense and detract from 
your pleasure reading. 


the other hand, Miss MacInnes makes her char- 
acters literate and thoughtful people and gives them 
opportunity speak some sound philosophical truths 
pertinent the present condition European and 
international politics and that added quality enhances 
rattling good story and raises well above ordinary 
fare. Pray For Brave Heart belongs the top shelf 
novels intrigue, along with the best Eric 
Ambler and with, for example, Graham Greene’s 
Ministry Fear. 
Grady, 


University Scranton 


Aldrich, Richard Stoddard 


Greytone. Jan. 1955. 414p. $4.95. 

Gertrude Lawrence wrote her autobiography, the 
time her marriage producer Richard Aldrich, 
Star Danced. Her husband has here continued the 
narrative the time her death 1952, but 
has attempted give the life the married woman 
rather than the actress. (he admits) there was any 
difference ... 

The “dramatic” elements his story lie the per- 
sonal adjustments necessary the marriage stable 
businessman with one the stage’s most vivid figures, 
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the conciliation his mother, representative sev- 
eral notable New England families, with his wife, and 
the domestication this vivid theatrical woman 
resident Cape Cod. 


the credit side may said that Mr. Aldrich, 
should required but not always expected 
graduate the humanities, writes acceptable 
English prose. Some the material entertaining 
itself and lightly enough handled make the read- 
ing pleasant pastime. 


difficulty encountered such writing, and not suc- 
cessfully overcome this, the tendency for 
resemble the products the gossip-columnists and the 
outpourings the movie fan-magazines. One cannot 
escape the fact that despite the obvious appeal any- 
one who knew Miss Lawrence anyone passionately 
devoted tto the doings stage and screen performers 
people the whole thing may complete bore and 
scarcely worth more than publication woman’s 
magazine. 


There is, too, another distressing factor the revealing 
nature this writing. may excuse certain 
number superficialities offered intellectual pre- 
tensions. But the whole purpose here present 


what the author believes have been intelligent 
and desirable solution, “grown-up” basis, the 
problems marriages and divorce 
and broken homes. The reader may question the true 
stability (not measured merely years without 
divorce) marriage which the parties are regular- 
willing suspect the other of, and times emo- 


tional stress accuse the other of, frequent casual 
infidelities. think that amount urbanity tone 
can sell that the discerning public enviable. 


sum, then, this book which will chiefly find its 
readers. among the idly curious. Among them, should 
restricted the maturer who may not taken in. 


Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Corbett, Jim 
The Temple Tiger and More Man-Eaters 
Kumaon 
Oxford. Jan. 13, 1955. 197p. $3.00. 
The Temple Tiger was not killer humans and 
Corbett never was able, despite several opportunities, 
kill it. The four man-eaters (one leopard, the 
others tigers) had among them accounted for over one 
thousand human victims. Colonel Corbett, called 
professional the Government, put end 
each them hunts that are, told here, cumula- 
tively exciting. 


Those who knew Corbett’s work know already that 
they will find this intelligent, simple 
worked writing worthy the name “literature.” They 
know also that they will again find the author the 
virtues directness, absence mock-modesty, true 
modesty, observation and understanding. 


the unfamiliars required said that all pre- 
conceived notions taste should put aside. 
matter what one’s interests reading habits previously 
established, Corbett’s work enthralling experience. 


Best 


The Temple Tiger good his best. This means 
that good better than any work the 
best-seller lists today. Unreservedly recommended for 
all from high-school age up. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Cwiklinski, Jan The Captain Leaves His Ship 
Doubleday. Jan. 20, 1955. 313p. $4.00. 


One does not normally expect high degree literary 
style the equipment ship captain. this 
gard, Captain Cwiklinski gives most pleasant sur- 
prise. Hawthorne Daniel did the actual writing, 
course, but only the subject himself could have 
nished the detailed portraits which grace this book. 


The topic treated simple and rather limited scope, 
have here autobiography Polish sea cap. 
tain who fought the Russians, both Czarist and Com- 
munist, the first World War, and who was interned 
Holland for the second world conflict. Throughout 
his seafaring life, commanded various ships. The 
climax his professional career was the command 
the Batory, given him after the defeat Germany. 


Captain Cwiklinski was command when Gerhardt 
Eisler escaped from the United States. His handling 
the incident did not endear him his Communist 
masters. kept his command for while, but then 
deserted his ship, seeking asylum first Great Britain 
and later the United States. 


This bare outline does not justice the fascinating 
vignettes portrayed throughout the story. 
gripping tale, replete with human interest. might 
also called portrait miniature police state, 
since see the gradual but inexorable taking over 
the ship the Communists, until the captain’s power 
was only nominal. The author’s modesty not the 
least attractive feature the narrative. does not 
build himself man political foresight. 
many others, tried along with the government 
Poland until this proved impossible. His 
problem reflects the tragedy our time. 


The book quite suitable for general reading. Those 
who obtain are promised rewarding experience. 


John Cronin, S.S., 
Washington, 


Kaye-Smith, Sheila Superstition Corner 
Regnery. Feb. 14, 1955. 209p. $3.75. 

Superstition Corner, just republished, after twenty-one 
years, “Thomas More” book good ever, 
better perhaps, seems have even more say 
our world today than those far-off pre-war years. 


There are not very many first-rate novels about the 
persecuted English Catholics the sixteenth century; 
and these tend concentrate, understandably enough, 
the adventures and the hair breadth escapes the 
priests. But while action not lacking this one, the 
greater part the book taken with the problems 
living, experienced average lay men and women 
the time. The mind Kate Alard given per- 
fection—Kate the hoydenish girl who “would die for 
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her religion,” but who has never been inside Catholic 
Church, never heard Mass except “in darkness and 
haste”; Kate who longs for marriage but who will not 
marry Protestant; Kate who hates the thought 
entering convent but who coming believe that 
there “vocation circumstances” until she finds 
security way undreamed of. The people Eng- 
land are finely described; those who hate Catholicism 
with fury; those who conform the new religion with- 
out any understanding what they are doing; Cath- 
olics who are suspicious and bitter; Catholics who are 
apostolic and merciful. There also the portrait 
man who loves scholarship, order and beauty, and who 
deludes himself that going over the new order 
things helping keep religion alive for his fellow- 
countrymen. 


The book kind and wise. Very moving the picture 
Robert Douce, the Huguenot exile, who suspected 
Kate and other Catholics being spy, but who 
says “It because have suffered for religion that 
would never anything make any man suffer for 
his, matter how false hold his religion be.” Yet 
the fatal weak point the Huguenot mentality 
shown clearly the way which they come 
England teach industrialism, two centuries before 
the actual Industrial Revolution. Simon Alard, the 
priest, says: “It will sad thing for this land when 
one day discover that the Protestant religion makes 
rich.” And this novel shows, more than any other 
novel this period, how was Philip II’s fatal launch- 
ing the Armada against England that set the cause 
Catholicism back for hundreds years, even though 
was done largely punish the English acts piracy 
the Spanish Main. 

Sheila Kaye-Smith’s English exquisite, and this 
book doubly fascinating with its sixteenth century 
Sussex flavor. book can surely rank great 
Catholic novel. 

Angela Cave, 
Manhattanville College 
the Sacred Heart, 


Purchase, New York 


Kimmel, Husband (Rear Admiral, USN) 
dmiral Kimmel’s Story 
Regnery. Jan. 14, 1955. 206p. $3.75. 


the fourteenth year after the Pearl Harbor disaster, 
out the welter confusion caused early official 
secrecy, irresponsible newspaper reports, multitude 
rumors, investigations, quasi-investigations and pseudo- 
investigations, likely that little remains the 
public large other than the that the 
reputations the two senior military men Hawaii 
the time were ruined. probable that majority 
believe that the officers merited even more severe treat- 
ment. 


Some efforts have been made, notably journalist 
Morganstein and, more recently, Admiral Theobald 
his Final Secret Pearl Harbor, clear the parties 
the scene and place the blame high, not the 
highest, civilian officials Washington. 


Admiral Kimmel’s Story find, surprisingly less 
tone than either the others, even 
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more cogent and convincing defense the Admiral 
and more persuasive argument the negligent 
deliberate culpability his superiors. Kimmel 
writes one whose name has been blackened 
conspiracy suppression and whose guilt has ap- 
parently been established default. makes 
clear that seeks vindication the only method left 
open him, direct presentation his case the 
public. 

The reader given the Story detailed account 
the Pacific Fleet and Hawaiian Area organization prior 
the attack. There complete resume all in- 
formation supplied Kimmel and Short and all 
information withheld from them. Then the “investi- 
gations” are analyzed. sum, there sufficient here 
sustain the inference that Kimmel was unjustifiably 
made scape goat. 


the affirmative side Kimmel presents evidence that, 
with the full knowledge and approval the Navy De- 
partment, was all times, prior and Decem- 
ber 1941, carrying out the directives the Department 
preparing the Pacific Fleet for hostilities the Far 
East. the negative side, raises again the ques- 
tions that, remaining still unanswered after all these 
years, lead the presumption that the fault was 
“higher up.” 

This book great sincerity. the ultimate 
effort man get full hearing. fairness 
him, hoped that the story reaches the widest 
possible audience adult Americans and that, 
the last historical analysis, blame put Kim- 
mel, his adversaries may moved come out from 
the shadows secrecy and suppression with full 
rebuttal his damaging questions. 


Clinton Maguire, 
Silver Spring, Maryland 


Norris, Kathleen Miss Harriet Townshend 
Doubleday. Feb. 1955. 287p. $3.75. 

Those who look forward reading Kathleen Norris’ 
novels will have field day with this one, for pos- 
sesses all the ingredients highly romantic light 
novel. The story laid the San Francisco the 
days after the Civil War. The book has not one— 
but two heroines—Harriet Townshend and Coralia 
Salazar Valdez. the lovely red-haired 
daughter the keeper the most fashionable board- 
ing house San Francisco. Coralia the wealthy 
young widow Martin Salazar. Her marriage the 
elderly and wealthy owner the d‘Oro, one 
the largest ranches California, was forced upon 
her her mother. 


The two young women, quite different temperament, 
background and experience meet and become the most 
intimate friends until they both fall love with the 
handsome Philip Haagersen, the new foreman 
Coralia’s ranch. 


The delineation scene after scene which are 
minutely recorded the mutations feelings between 
Coralia and Harriet, Coralia and Philip, Philip and 
Harriet, goes and on. Finally, Louis Johnson, Cora- 
lia’s first lover, miraculously re-enters the scene and 
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course Mrs. Norris comes across with the happy end- 
ing that will leave her reputed army readers happy. 


This reviewer liked the descriptions the sprawling, 
colorful, young San Francisco and details about life 
great ranch. the whole, however, depth char- 
acterization and adequate motivation the actions 
the people involved were lacking. 


Rose Belvedere, 


Brooklyn, New York 


Simon, Boris 

Abbé Pierre and the Ragpickers Emmaus 
Translated from the French Lucie Noel. Kenedy. Jan. 
250p. $3.75. 
Without question this one the most fascinating 
books that has been the pleasure this reviewer 
read many year. 


Boris Simon free-lance, journalist, art critic, writer, 
avantgarde playwright and actor. For several months 
devoted himself cooperating the amazing work 
which was being accomplished Abbé Pierre and his 
motley Companions Emmaus. Mr. Simon writes: 
“We have tried relate your intense, gripping experi- 
ences, tell how you and your families huddled to- 
gether under tent, gypsy wagon, waiting for 
the hour when you could move into the house you 
and your companions were builidng. However, 
quoting facts, anecdotes, and words, were obliged 
out consideration for personal lives leave many 
things unsaid. This, might say, was our most deli- 
cate task: remain within the bounds truth, yet 
not give away the identity those who preferred 
remain unknown. There were many other cases where, 
the contrary, described personality exactly 
saw made one composite thousand cases, 
drawing from passing event profound meaning 
make plausible what the people have called the “mir- 
acle Emmaus.” (Preface). This book would read 
extraordinary fiction; that factual account 
within the limitations noted the author, leaves the 
reader awestruck. 


The “Who’s Who” Abbé Pierre should read fol- 
lows: Henri-A. Groués-Pierre: son well-to-do silk 
manufacturer Lyons, France; impressed young 
boy father’s charitable activities among the poor; 
preserved memory father’s words: “One can never 
get even with poverty. One pretends some- 
thing, but one should give himself completely, plunge 
into body and soul, like grain wheat dark 
earth”; inspired example St. Francis Assisi; 
before entering studies for priesthood, distributed con- 
siderable patrimony one day the poor and 
hospitals; priest was active member resistance, 
sheltering Jews from the Nazi invaders; after war, 
deputy Parliament and active international peace 
movements. 

Then the thing started and snowballed. the house, 
which the Abbé had bought and renovated out his 
salary Deputy Parliament, came homeless 
tramp, non-believer, who sought lodging and op- 
portunity work. Then workingman’s family, who, 
having been evicted from their small flat, had lived 
for thirteen months under tarpaulin open field; 
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there the newborn infant died exposure and cold, 
The numbers increased, the dispossessed, the 
evicted, the desperate, atheists, non-practicing Cath- 
olics, working men and their families, bums, crimi- 
nals, alcoholics, grifters, honest men, thieves, men 
broken the wheel life, men and women and chil- 
dren buffetted and rejected the organized services 
the cities and nation; this modern St. Vincent 
Paul, Abbé Pierre, they came greater and greater 
numbers, with their stories cynicism and despair, 
questions were asked, case histories 
and simple food were provided. Then the 
men the community Emmaus pitched build, 
one after another, simple houses for the families 
among them. Nothing more wistful than the photo- 
graph the youngster: “He had never had home 
watching the new house rises.” What relief 
for young husband and wife with their child leave 
the single room which they huddled with seven 
other relatives and expand and rejoice their own 
simple home! home was built for Charles, the em- 
bittered hater the God the rich who cared not 
for the poor. “The Father decided visit Charles 
Behind the immobile man the priest could see his 
wife clearing the table, and the four children looking 
wide-eyed the mysterious guest, carrying the glisten- 
ing tree. Charles said low voice: ‘You are the first 
priest I’ve ever let cross threshold Come in, 
Father; you are home here don’t believe the 
God others. For me, Father, the Bon Dieu—God, 
it’s what you are doing’!” 


The volunteer organization the lonely men Em- 
maus the work ragpicking, from which were de- 
rived some the funds needed continue and de- 
velop the project Emmaus; the winning 225,000 
francs “Double Nothing” radio program; the 
enforced presence the Minister Reconstruction 
the funeral service three-month old baby who 
“died cold the abandoned shell public bus 
Paris,” awakening the nation from its lethargy toward 
the scandalous lack decent housing for the poor; the 
gallery characters: Djibouti, Philippe, Louis, Lurson 
the former aristocrat, Filot the broken industrialist— 
what book! 


book read and pondered everyone who can 
appreciate sublime ideal and can sympathize with 
the suffering and sacrifices faced and born and over- 
come one Abbé Pierre, whose heart was wrung 
the sight the tribulations the poor and who was 
determined make God’s world more decent, 
more tender place for the poor live in. 


All can say is: read this book and thrilled and 
renewed spirit. 


William Herlihy, 


University Scranton 


Légaut, Marcel Meditations Believer 
Knopf. Feb. 14, 1955. 277p. $3.75. 


Lay people are usually very diffident about writing 
books spirituality even though many them are 
qualified because their long and thorough 
training Catholic doctrine. result this genre 
literature has become the virtual monopoly priests 
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and religious. comes agreeable surprise, there- 
fore, find professor the natural sciences and the 
father six children writing book meditations. 


From his early years Marcel Légaut had natural bent 
for higher mathematics and after receiving his doctorate 
this subject taught theoretical mechanics the Uni- 
versity Rennes. During this period, from about 
1923 1940, made intensive study the New 
Testament and his explanations the sacred text at- 
tracted ever-increasing number listeners. Selec- 
tions from these lectures were first published 1947 
under the title d’un croyant.” has already 
gone through thirty-seven editions and one the 
most widely read religious books postwar France. 
Siegwalt and Suzanne Palleske collaborated making 
the present fine translation into English. 


The author bases all the thirty-five meditations 
this book the Gospel. has arranged them ac- 
cording their subject-matter under the following 
headings, Dawn, Conflicts, His Side, the Road, 
and Ave Crux, Unica. Although does not 
follow the traditional method meditation step 
step, yet every chapter gives pious reflections 
and prayers, and concludes with practical resolutions. 
Sometimes imitates the famous masterpiece 
Thomas Kempis his dialogues between Christ 
and the soul. 


Marcel Légaut has excellent grasp the teachings 
our Saviour and elucidates them with the ciarity that 
associate with the best French writers. His skill 
revealing the hidden motives human conduct 
reminds many places the Confessions St. 
Augustine. ruthless exposing the disguises 
self-love and condemning those who are content 
with only spiritual mediocrity. Yet never fills 
with despair discouragement, but points out how 
deeply God loves and through His grace can get 
the most deeply-rooted vices and become saints. 


This indeed book prayed rather than read. 
hepe that will make the same profound impres- 
sion the people our country has already done 
France. Undoubtedly the author, who has retired 
from his professional duties, will find the leisure 
continue his writings the spiritual life. shall 
look forward them with eager anticipation. 


Stephen McKenna, C.SS.R., 
Immaculate Conception Church, 


New York, New York 


The Golden String, The Autobiography Bede 
Griffiths, Benedictine Prinknash 

Kenedy. Feb. 10, 1955. 168p. $3.50. 

The author, sprung middle class English family, 
became scholarship student Oxford the late 
1920’s. Here read with Lewis tutor. 
result his studies, concluded that modern indus- 
trial society corrupt; and 1930 and several 
friends struck out new beginning. They bought 
cottage the Cotswolds and supported them- 
selves farming and hand labor. 


was here that Dom Bede first encountered religion. 
Evidently his broad mental cultivation Oxford had 
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hitherto left him blind its power. Reduced simple 
living, discovered the need prayer, and read the 
Scriptures with new understanding. Soon peti- 
tioned for admission into the Anglican Church, be- 
came devout member, and considered Holy Orders. 
now began reading very widely all the Church 
Fathers, ancient and modern, but was Newman’s 
Development Christian Doctrine which first serious- 
shook his somewhat easy trust Anglicanism. After 
further reading, concluded that the high point 
European civilization was reached the thirteenth 
century; that its forming spirit was Catholicism; and 
its greatest thinker, Aquinas. 


now began visit Catholic monasteries, shortly 
thereafter being received into the Church. was in- 
evitable that should discover Prinknash. This had 
been Anglican community under the rule St. 
Benedict, but some years earlier, had entered 
masse into the Catholic Church, attaching itself the 
Primitive Observance branch the Benedictines. The 
community was, and still is, devoted religious, com- 
mon life, and manual labor. Excluding school, its 
monks have grown their own food, built their own 
buildings, made their own utensils, vestments, etc. Into 
this community Dom Bede entered the early 1930’s. 
has had happy and successful life there. The 
book does not end with his entrance, but contains 
chapters the monastic life, the divine office, his con- 
tinued intellectual and spiritual growth. 


Such life will inevitably invite comparison with that 
Thomas Merton. have here, fact, English 
Merton. all those who have read Merton’s story 
would read this well they would find very great 
feared, however, that they will not. Dom Bede’s book, 
though straightforward and easy style, lacks the best 
seller flavor Merton’s. has greater reticence, fewer 
personal details life, less humor and intensity. But 
Dom Bede person far wider reading—indeed 
opens whole new fields reading and speculation 
which will welcomed reflective men, whether 
religious lay. His observations modern society 
are also most worthy consideration. The entire 
Prinknash community, whose views reflects, en- 
gaged social, well religious, re-formation, 
and have been quite successful. All together, 
most valuable little work and deserves wide reading. 
one more evidence that are the turn 
era—that ahead lies either the destruction transfor- 
mation many present social organs, and 
the religious spirit. 

Fr. Bruno McAndrew, O.S.B., 

St. Anselm’s Priory, 


Washington, 


Fremantle, Anne 

The Age Belief: The Medieval Philosophers 
Houghton, Mifflin. Jan. 21, 1955. 213p. $2.75. (Also, 
New American Library World Literature: Mentor Books, 
$0.50.) 
The present volume the first six, different 
authors, which aim trace the development West- 
ern philosophy from the end the classical era our 
own day. The series being issued simultaneously 
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cloth and paper-bound editions. Mrs. Fremantle, 
this first volume, undertakes present the period from 
the fifth the fifteenth centuries A.D. She does 
selecting original texts and interweaving with them 
historical and documentary commentary. The ex- 
cerpts are principally chosen from about dozen major 
authors. They are, average, less than five pages 
long, and comprise, all, some 120 pages, little 
more than half the book. 


The task compressing such immense span time 
into small space quite impossible. Five volumes 
the series have been allotted the last five cen- 
turies, but only one volume the preceding millenium. 
Yet philosophical activity was never more intense than 
during the Middle Ages. making selection 
texts, Mrs. Fremantle has apparently sought choose 
representative samples, rather than confining herself 
those which the reader would apt find most in- 
teresting and Thus she has dared in- 
clude twelve highly technical pages from Duns Scotus 
the existence God. The “average reader” for 
whom the volume apparently intended, can hardly 
expected read excerpts such this. 


The student, likewise, will dissatisfied. Most the 
selections are too brief give the drift the argu- 
ment. Mrs. Fremantle’s commentary written 
rather journalistic style, and does little elucidate the 
philosophical content the orginal texts. She 
moderately successful sketching the historical back- 
ground, but rather inaccurate when she ventures 
discuss the characteristics philosophical schools. Her 
account Thomism, and its differences from Scotism, 
especially misleading. The issues between the 
and the Nominalists, although frequently touched on, 
are not clearly explained. The reader left with the 
impression that Realism, even its Thomistic form, 
was naive doctrine, and was definitely overthrown 
Ockhamism the end the Middle Ages. More 
generally, the author evidently believes that after the 
fourteenth century scholasticism ceased have any 
real history. She quite overlooks the fact that scholas- 
tic philosophy, distinct and systematic discipline, 
was brought new heights during the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries. 


The most successful portions this book, opin- 
ion, are the selections from works which have literary 
and religious, well merely philosophical, interest: 
such the Confessions St. Augustine, the Con- 
solatione Boethius, and the Proslogium St. An- 
selm. The translations are generally satisfactory, but 
one regrets that the Confessions are reproduced 
Pusey’s all too Victorian version. Students will find 
this volume several important texts which have not 
previously been available, far aware, inex- 
pensive form—for example, St. Augustine’s proof the 
existence God from “eternal truths” and Avicenna’s 
demonstrations the divine attributes. Considered 
its totality, this book gives some hint the range, 
depth, and flavor mediaeval philosophy. Perhaps 
would unfair demand more from volume 
such modest pretensions. 


Avery Dulles, 
Woodstock 
Woodstock, Maryland 
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Maynard, Benedict and His Monks 
Kenedy. Dec. 1954. 241p. $3.00. 

The jacket this modest but informative book warns 
the reader that “Any biographer St. Benedict 
severely handicapped the scarcity dependable 
sources.” Nevertheless, what sources are available 
have been carefully consulted and weighed Mr. 
Maynard; the process and selecting, accom- 
plished with sympathetic insight, has resulted 
charming evaluation the character Benedict and 
particularly the sensibly saintly rule which 
evolved for the number monks who placed them- 
selves under his The Benedictine rule has 
served the prototype for most monastic rules the 
Western Church, with modifications, course, stem- 
ming from the varying purpose and objective the 
various orders founded and flourishing since his time 
And one comes away from reading this book full 
agreement with the author that the spirit St. Bene 
dict, his character and function, even something his 
varied life, more surely reflected from study his 
rule than from the scanty accounts have left 
his career. The book may well prove guide and 
inspiration the reader, clerical and lay alike. 

Achelis, Elisabeth Time and the Calendar 
Hermitage House. Jan. 22, 1955. 132p. $2.75. 

Every once while, there appears book which 
will exert profound influence particular field. 
This not it. Time and the Calendar presen- 
tation the viewpoint the President the World 
Calendar Association, Miss Achelis, the characteris- 
tics improved calendar, the World Calendar. 
That such improvement desirable not 
denied, but the contribution this particular book 
the merits the cause debatable. 


Miss Achelis actively champions the World Calendar 
which consists four quarterly periods days 
each. The quarter composed three months 31, 
and days respectively. The year ends with 
World’s Holiday and always begins Sunday. Leap 
year will have extra World’s Holiday the end 
June. For proper chronological phasing, the World 
Calendar could adopted with minimum confusion 
1961. So, for the record, let noted that are 
favor the World Calendar. 


get back the book itself, would appear that 
amplified version talks before various Women’s 
Clubs support the calendar. The book makes 
attempt justify the calendar all races, creeds 
and colors, and trying all things all men 
loses its factual appeal. Its historical presentation 
questionable, not downright incorrect, witnessed 
the following established the Sac- 
red seventh day and gave emphasis preeminent 
feature religious life and worship, which strength- 
ened further when made one the Ten Com- 
mandments.” Whatever happened 
ioned idea that God gave the Ten Commandments? 
The World Calendar recommended all. The 
book Time and the Calendar recommended 
those who have time between comic books. Mr. Guten- 
berg must turning his tomb. 

Stephen Malaker, 

Carbondale, Pennsylvania 
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